2()                                                        LETTER FROM COURT

42,   We observe you have some thoughts of fortifying Chittagong10 which

YOU represent as being weak and indefensible at present and for that purpose

had wrote to the gentlemen at that factory for a plan

Lre.  14th Febry.   which, you say you apprize us of, that we may acquaint
Pa* 32t                    you how  fa/ we  shall  approve  of  your  fortifying  that
settlement ; from the manner of your expressing yourselves we are under some
doubt you intended to make a beginning before our orders could be received,
but we hope you have not taken such a liberty, for we arc entirely averse to
vour undertaking any new works at any of our subordinate settlements except
such as may be absolutely and really necessary for housing goods and other
mercantile uses only, especially when we are not fully informed of all circum-
stances and the proper plans and estimates of the cxpcncc have been laid
before us nothing of which is done with respect to Chittagong; you arc
therefore [not] to suffer any works to be set about at Chiitagong without our
express leave.
43.   We have with great pleasure taken notice oE your frequent recom-
mendations of Mr. Arnphlett, we are satisfied they arc no more than are clue
to his merit and services and sorry we are that his health
Ll^ 30 Oct-          would not permit of his continuing in charge of the work
as Principal Engineer, you will consider of some station
agreeable to his standing wherein he may be most useful to the Company and at
the same time advantageous to himself and promote him thereto as we are
desirous he should have all due encouragement.
44.    In consequence of what we wrote to you on  the 3()th December,
Capt. Fleming Martin11 proceeds on the Vamittark to take  upon him   tbe
post of Principal Engineer of our Presidency at Fort William ; he has been
extremely well recommended to us as a gentleman of abilities in his profession
and we hope will fully answer our expectations.   Besides his post of Engineer
he is to succeed to the command of Captain of one of our artillery companies
upon the first vacancy that shall happen after his arrival.
45.    Captain Martin having no separate instructions or powers from us as
engineer, he is to act under your direction ; you are therefore to give him
the necessary orders from time to time and furnish him with copies oE such
parts of our letters and your own proceedings as may be most useful to him
and of whatever else may be material for his information, in doing which
you will always have in view the conducting the works with the utmost diligence,
economy and frugality so frequently recommended to your attention and care.
46.    He is to lay before you from time to time the progress made in the
several works carried on under his direction, which is to be transmitted to us
, as often as conveyances offer, and at the same times you arc to give us your
thoughts and sentiments upon the whole.
47.    Captain Martin as Principal Engineer is to rank as Captain and to
have the annual salary of three hundred pounds in full consideration for his
services in that station.   If however he is at any extraordinary expcnccs in
the execution of his office, they are to be paid.   We must leave it to you to
judge of such expences, depending upon your making no allowances but what
shall appear unavoidable and reasonable.
48.   Although we have not agreed to find him an house or apartment,